
EDUCATION KIT 
Ptolemy’s Geography and Renaissance Mapmakers 
Mapping Manifest Destiny: Chicago and the American West 
Newberry Library Exhibitions Nov. 3, 2007—Feb. 16, 2008 
 

This worksheet is also available on the Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms web site, www.newberry.org/k12maps 

READING HISTORIC MAPS: MAP ANALYSIS SHEET 
 
 
LOOKING THE MAP OVER: 
1. What are the map’s title, scale, and orientation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Who made the map, when, and for whom? How do you know these things? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the map’s purpose? How do you know this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is included in the map and what is left out? 
    Cultural Features: 
 
 
 
 
 
    Natural Features: 
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ASSESSING THE MAP: 
1. What does the mapmaker think is most important to show on the map? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How was the content of the map influenced by the circumstances in which it was made? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In what ways does the map enlighten your understanding of the history and/or historical   
    geography of the area and period depicted in the map? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How does the map relate to current geographic patterns? 
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