BRITISH GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
AT THE NEWBERRY

The Newberry has an excellent collection of Bhitgovernment documents to
1900. These include a complete run of Parliamgridabates from the earliest period of
their recording to 1964 for both Commons and LoR#jiamentary Sessional Papers to
1900 which include reports, command papers, acspestimates and a variety of other
materials; Parliamentary bills; Statutes of thelReaom the time of Henry Ill; Journals
of both Houses from the T&entury through the ocentury which include petitions and
records of the daily business of government, calendf bills presented, and some flavor
of early debate; and a host of miscellaneous dontsrseich as proceedings in Chancery
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, escheat recoris the time of Henry Ill, and many
others.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

There are many recountings of the debates in hetlCommons and the Lords before
1803. None of them are particularly accurate babk. For a good account of these
various volumes and other parliamentary materigds s

Ref J Frank Rodgers and Rose B. Phelps, A Guigitish Parliamentary
301.R634 Papers 1967.
1967

The Newberry has most of the early reports of drdigmentary debates. A number of
them are listed below:

+K145.34 Journals of the House of Lords, begindingo Primo Henrici Octavi.

+K145.32 House of Commons Journals from Novembegth 1547, to August the
14" 1885. 142 volumes. (1817-1836)

+K145.32 A general index ... commencing with thetfparliament of King Edward
the Sixth. 7 volumes. (1832)
The Lords and Commons Journals comprise a calaidiae bills
and business of the two houses. They do not com@batim
speeches, but some do include heads and main antgiofanore
important speeches.

K145.3 Anchitell Grey, Debates of the House of @mns, 1667-1694. 10
volumes. (1763)




PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS (Continued)

K145.31

K145.338

K145.379

J445.66

K145.41

K145.411

A51

.5335

K145.39

K145.38

History and Proceedings of the House of @oms from the Restoration

To the Present Time. 14 volumes. (1743). Cotrergeriod,
1660 to 1743. There is another copy in 8 volurhas anly goes
to 1734. (K145.309).

History and Proceedings of the House afit@tc. 8 volumes. Covers the

Lords from 1660 to 1743.

Cobbett's Parliamentary History of Engldimon the Norman Conguest in

1066 to the Year, 1803. 36 volumes. Goes tAugust 1803. By
all accounts this is the most frequently usediamgbrtant of the
early works on parliamentary debates.

Parliamentary or Constitutional Historfeafjland from the Earliest

Times to the Restoration of Charles Il. 24 voésm (1762-63)

The History, Debates, and Proceedings ti Bimuses of Parliament of

Great Britain from the year 1743 to the year 17740lumes.
(1792).

The Parliamentary Regqister; or, Historyhef Proceedings & Debates of

The House of Commons. 77 volumes in 3 seriesrioy the
Years 1774 to 1801. Also includes the debatdisariords.

London Magazine; or, Gentleman’s monthly ingghcer. April 1732 to

June 1785. Reports debates in the Comnmehkads, beginning
in 1732.

The Mirror of Parliament. ed. John Hengridw. November 15, 1837 to

October 7, 1841. The journal that employed Gsabickens for
a time.

Hansard's Parliamentary Debates. 1803ma 24, 1964. 5 series.

When ordering a session, be sure to specifyttigaindex be
Included. There is an index for each sessioegihing with the
1909 session the Commons and the Lords debatesdiveded
into separate volumes. They are in separateidmsaon the
shelves. Be sure to specify Lords or Commonsidshbafter 1909.

A number of more recent works are valuable fordéwe and scholarship they bring to
the Tudor and Stuart parliamentary debates. Im@htion several here, but the reader
can find them in the card catalog under the heading



GREAT BRITAIN — PARLIAMENT — HOUSE OF COMMONS

K1455 Commons Debates 1621. ed. Notestein, RdlfSampson. 7 volumes.
307 (Yale 1935).

J301 Commons Debates 1628. ed. Robert C. Johitseolumes. (Yale
K16 1977-1983).

K1455 Commons Debates for 1629. ed. W. Notesfi€dal).

312

JN525 Proceedings in the parliaments of Elizabetid. T. E. Hartley.

P76 1981 Vol. I: 1558-1581 (1981).

PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONAL PAPERS

The sessional papers include bills, reports anénsapat comprise the working
documents of Parliament. Reports include thosgetdéct Committees, Commissions,
Command papers, estimates and accounts. The Newizer all the published sessional
papers for the 6through the 19 century. Before 1803 most reports and working
papers were appended to the Journals of the Loadi€ammons. For Sessional Papers
issued before 1803 consult the following works:

Ref. Hansard’s Catalogue and breviate of parliaprgniapers, 1696-1834.
J301 (Oxford, 1953 report).

.K62 1953

J301 Grace Ford. A Select List of Reports and Offapers in Journals of the
.M3 1976 House of Commons 1688-1800. (1976).

Folio List of House of Commons sessional paper®11%7750. ed. Sheila
CD1042 Lambert. (1968). The same work as voltrbelow.

A2 L56

v.1l

folio House of Commons sessional papers of tiectitury. Ed. Sheila
J301 Lambert. 2 volumes. (1975-76).

.K625 1975

+K145.323 Reports from committees of the House@h@ons, which have been
printed by order of the House, and are not ieseirt the Journals.
(London: 1773; report 1803-1806). 16 volumes.




NINETEENTH CENTURY SESSIONAL PAPERS

The Newberry Library has the entire set of publiskessional papers for the period,
1801 through 1900, House of Commons, in READEX MGFRINT. They are not
catalogued, but are listed in the card catalo@bows:

GT. BRIT. PARLIAMENT. HOUSE OF COMMONS. SEIONAL PAPERS.

Microprint Edition.

Consult reading room attendant.
This microprint edition includes virtually all séssal papers which parliament caused to
be published. It does not, for example, contamsas enumeration, but it does contain
all the parliamentary-sponsored investigations gttoial, economic, and medical
problems about which Victorian society became odese:s

This microprint edition includes virtuayl sessional papers that parliament caused
to be published. It does not, for example, contaimsus enumeration, but it does contain
all the parliamentary-sponsored investigations gttoial, economic, and medical
problems about which Victorian society became odese:s

The microcard edition is arranged by tharyer session), there were often 2
sessions per year as, for example, the 1878 semsibthe 1878-79 session. In ordering
it is important to get the session as well as thlame number within the session correct.

There are two indexes for #@entury British sessional papers:
Ref. J301 General Index to the Accounts and PapPesorts of Commissioners,

.M3 1801-1852 Estimates, &etc, printed by ordef lof House of Commons or
Presented by Command, 1801-1852.

Ref. J301 General Index ..... 1852-1899.
.M3 1852-1899

The indexes are arranged by subject. It is nepgsssimes to be creative in thinking up
the appropriate subject heading. “Drunkenness,efxample, is listed under
“Intemperance.” Under the subject headings indiglgapers and reports are listed as,
for example, the following:

INTEMPERANCE
“Number of persons taken into Custody foufitkenness and Disorderly Conduct by
the Metropolitan Police Force, and in ¢itees of London, Edinburgh, and
Glasgow in each year, 1831 to 1851 ...... 21@%18).
XLI. 5157

To locate this document in the Microprint Editiorder as follows:

1852: The session. You must specify clearly #ss®n. This is the spring and summer
session of 189here was also a fall/winter session designated



NINETEENTH CENTURY SESSIONAL PAPERS (continued)

1852/1853.

(548): Document number. This is unnecessaryemifcroprint edition.

XLI:  Volume number. This is the volume withimet session in which the document is
found. Itis necessary to put thiglos call slip.

515: This is the page number within the voldorehe document in question. This
does not need to go on the call slipis page number refers to the manuscript (or
handwritten) page number at the upjggat hand corner of the page. There is
usually a printed page number as el this should be ignored.

To give some idea of the richness of the H.C. SessiPapers some of the papers
included in the 1801/1802 session include: Billsdduced, volume 1; Committee
Reports in volume 2; Financial accounts, includimgremunderation of diplomats and
foreign envoys around the world, in volume 3; vasigpecial reports in volumes 4 and 5;
and the 1801 census returns in volume 6. And therenany other volumes in this
session.

POST-1900 SESSIONAL PAPERS

Although the Newberry collected Parliamentary Debaup to 1964 it did not collect
sessional papers after 1900. Except for a fewtesea reports catalogued separately,
the Library has no Zbcentury sessional papers. The library does, hewéave the
indexes for these papers.

Ref J301 General Index to the Bills, Reports aapdps printed by order of the
K58 House of Commons and to the Reports aperiddresented by
Command 1900 to 1948-49. (1960).

Other subject listings of Sessional Papers for8feand 28' centuries include:

Ref J301 Select list of British Parliamentary Rap#&833-1899. Ed. Percy Ford
.M3 1969 and G. Ford (1969).

K145 Select list of British Parliamentary Papdi®55-1964. Ed. P. and G. Ford
2764 and Diana Marshallsay (1970).

lowercase f45 Checklist of British Parliamentaryp®a, 1801-1899. Ed. P. and G. Ford
445 (1972).

ACTS OF PARLIAMENT AND MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS

+K245 The Statues of the Realm (1810). Theseéwstth the charters of liberty
.365 under Henry | and end with the last yédpween Anne. 9
volumes plus 2 volumes of indexes.




ACTS OF PARLIAMENT AND MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS (contied)

K045 Standing Orders of the House of Commorniating to private bills,
.3641 and other matters, 1852-1853 (1853).

+K49 Calendarium Inquisitonum Post Mortem sivedarum. 4 volumes
372 (1806). Each volume is separately indexgtiese are Escheat
1806 (death duties) records from the reign efy 111 through the third

year of Richard III.



