
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

How to Use Our Collection 
 

At the Newberry, an independent research library, readers do not check books out to take home, but 

consult rare books, manuscripts, and other materials here. We welcome into our reading rooms 

researchers who are at least 14 years old or in the ninth grade. Visit https://requests.newberry.org 

to create a free reader account and start exploring our collection. When you arrive at the Newberry 

for research, a free reader card will be issued to you in our third-floor reference center. Find further 

information about our collection and public programs at www.newberry.org. Questions? Contact the 

reference desk at (312) 255-3506 or reference@newberry.org. 

 

Archival Collections 
 

Alfred Balk Papers. Alfred Balk was a journalist who exposed the predatory real estate practice of blockbusting in 

his 1962 article “Confessions of a Block-Buster” for the Saturday Evening Post. See, in particular, boxes 10 and 13 

for materials related to that article and other issues related to segregated housing in Chicago. Online inventory: 

https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Balk.xml 
 

Chicago Reader Photographs. Photographs used to accompany front page and other feature stories in the 

Chicago Reader alternative weekly newspaper, as well as the columns Calendar, Hot Type, Neighborhood News, Our 

Town, The Works, and Chicago Anti-Social. See boxes 13 and 42 for photographs of Cabrini-Green. Online 

inventory: https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/ChicagoReaderPN.xml 
 

Mark J. Satter Papers. The papers of this Chicago-born lawyer and civil rights activist include rich materials on 

his life-long battle against the discriminatory real estate practices of redlining and contract selling. Online 

inventory: https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Satter.xml 
 

Victor Lawson Papers. Owner and publisher of the Chicago daily News, Lawson was also a member of the Chicago 

Commission on Race Relations, taking significant part in writing The Negro in Chicago following the race riots of 191 

(see above). See boxes 114 and 115 for materials from his time on the Commission. Online inventory: 

https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Lawson.xml 
 

Waller & Beckwith Realty Co. Documents relating to financial difficulties and living conditions in Chicago 

during this time, as well as various changes and improvements to the city. Also unique to the era are the restrictive 

covenants enacted by neighborhood associations, and documents detailing prohibition violations by tenants. 

Online inventory: https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/WallerB.xml 
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Printed Material 
 

Abott, Edith. Areas included in housing investigation 1908-

1927. Chicago, Ill.: University of Chicago Press, 1936 –

p. [168]. See below Wing ZP 983 .C43116 for book. 

Call #: Wing ZP 983 .C43116  
 

Abott, Edith. The Tenements of Chicago, 1908-1935. The 

University of Chicago social service monographs, 

Chicago, Ill.: University of Chicago Press, c1936. Call 

#: I 0896 .013 
 

Bowly, Deverux. The poorhouse: subsidized housing in 

Chicago, 1895-1976. Carbondale: Southern Illinois 

University Press, c1978. Call #: HD7304.C4 B68 1978 
 

Chicago Housing Authority annual report. [Chicago]: 

[Chicago Housing Authority]. Call #: folio 

HD7304.C4 C483 
 

Fuerst, J.S.  [compiled and edited by]; with the 

assistance of D. Bradford Hunt. When public housing was 

paradise: building community in Chicago. Westport, Ct.: 

Praeger, 2003. Call #: HD7288.78.U52 C478 2003 
 

Hagemann, Fran. History of public housing in Chicago. 

Notes: "(Draft copy for testing and revision only. Not 

for commercial purposes.)" Call #: folio HD7288.78 

.C442 1995 
 

Hirsch, Arnold R. Making the second ghetto: race and housing 

in Chicago, 1940-1960. Chicago, Ill.: The University of 

Chicago Press, c1998. Call #: HD7288.72.U52 H57 

1998 
 

Moore, Natalie Y. The South Side: a portrait of Chicago and 

American segregation. 2016. Call #: F548.9.A1 M66 2016 

 

Peoples Welfare Organization of Chicago. History of 

Dearborn Homes. Chicago: The Organization, 1950 

(Printed by Sumar Press). Call #: HD7288.782.C4 P46 

1950 
 

Polikoff, Alexander. Waiting for Gautreaux: a story of 

segregation, housing, and the black ghetto. Northwestern 

University Press, 2006. Call #: KFI1660.5.D5 P65 

2006 
 

Popkin, Susan J. The hidden war: crime and the tragedy of 

public housing in Chicago. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers 

University Press, c2000. Call #: HD7288.78.U52 C44 

2000 
 

Rosen, Harry M. But not next door. New York: Avon 

Book Division, c1962. Subjects include integration 

efforts and incidents regarding housing development in 

Deerfield, Illinois. Call #: Case HD7304.D43 R6 1962 
 

Satter, Beryl. Family properties: race, real estate, and 

exploitation of Black urban America. New York: 

Metropolitan Books, 2009. Call #: HD7288.76.U52 

C434 2009 
 

The promise of public housing, 1936-1983: photographs from the 

archives of the Chicago Housing Authority and the Chicago 

Historical Society. Chicago, Ill.: Roosevelt University: 

Chicago Historical Society: LaSalle Bank, 2005. Call #: 

folio HD7288.78.U52 C46 2005 
 

Venkatech, Sudhir Alladi. American project: the rise and fall 

of a modern ghetto. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University 

Press, 2002. Call #: HD7288.78.U52 C476 2002

Looking for more? Related materials can be found using the following subject search suggestions:  
 

Housing – Illinois – Chicago  Housing policy – Illinois – Chicago – Periodicals 

Public housing – Illinois – Chicago  African Americans – Housing – Illinois – Chicago  

 

This Quick Guide was created for the Public Program, “Meet the Author with Ben Austen” for his book, 
High Risers: Cabrini-Green and the Fate of American Public Housing held at the Newberry Library on 
March 27, 2018. 

 
Your generosity is vital in keeping the library's programs, exhibitions, and reading rooms free and 
accessible to everyone. To make a donation, call (312) 255-3599 or visit https://go.newberry.org/donate 


