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Joan Marie Johnson is a historian and Director for Faculty in the Office of the Provost at 

Northwestern University. 
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How did a group of affluent white women from 

the late nineteenth through the mid-twentieth centuries 
advance the status of all women through acts of 
philanthropy? This cadre of activists included Phoebe 
Hearst, the mother of William Randolph Hearst; Grace 
Dodge, granddaughter of Wall Street “Merchant Prince” 
William Earle Dodge; and Ava Belmont, who married into 
the Vanderbilt family fortune. 
 

As the struggle for full economic and political power and 
self-determination for women continues today, this 
history reveals how generous women helped shape the 
movement. And Johnson shows us that tensions over 
wealth and power that persist in the modern movement 
have deep historical roots. 

Register to attend online at 
  

www.newberry.org/public-programs 


