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How to Use Our Collection 
 

At the Newberry, an independent research library, readers do not check books out to take 

home, but consult rare books, manuscripts, and other materials here. We welcome into our 

reading rooms researchers who are at least 14 years old or in the ninth grade. Visit 

https://requests.newberry.org to create a free reader account and start exploring our 

collection; when you arrive at the Newberry for research, a free reader card will be issued to 

you in our third-floor reference center. Find further information about our collection and public 

programs at www.newberry.org. Questions? Contact the reference desk at (312) 255-3506 or 

reference@newberry.org. 

 
Modern Manuscript Collections 

 

City News Bureau Records, 1944-2005 
 

The City News Bureau was founded in 1890 by Chicago Daily News publisher Victor Lawson as a low cost way 
to gather routine news items from the police and City Hall, and to train reporters for their newsrooms. The 
collection contains reporters' copy and supporting subject materials of the City News Bureau of Chicago 
news agency, filed from four beat locations: Federal Court, Cook County Civil Court, Cook County Criminal 
Court, and Chicago City Hall. Call #: Midwest.MS.City News Bureau 
 

Jack Fuller Papers, 1951-2005 
 

Fuller was a Chicago journalist and author, but left the Chicago Tribune to join the U.S. Department of 
Justice as special assistant to Attorney General Edward Levi. Fuller rejoined the Tribune as Washington 
correspondent in 1977, and in 1978 returned to Chicago as an editorial writer. The collection includes 
magazine articles, poetry, newspaper editorials and articles from the Chicago Tribune and other newspapers, 
and documents related to Fuller's tenure at the Department of Justice. Call #: Midwest.MS.FullerJ 
 

Jack Mabley Papers, 1937-2003 
 

Mabley worked for the Daily News as a reporter. During the 1950s and 1960s he wrote exposés on police 
corruption, racketeering, and vice on the streets of Chicago, complete with undercover reporters and 
surveillance teams. The collection includes, subject files dealing with important stories including the 1968 
Democratic Convention, the Richard Cain case, racketeering, police corruption, and vice in Chicago. Call #: 
Midwest.MS.Mabley
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Fraud, Imposture, and Swindling 

in the Newberry Collection 
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Books 
 

Aldington, Richard. Frauds. London: W. Heinemann, 1957. Call #: HV6699.G8 A6 
 
Dunn, Donald H. Ponzi!: The Boston Swindler. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1975. Call # HV6698 .Z9 P53 
Evans, D. Morier. Facts, Failures & Frauds: revelations, financial, mercantile, criminal. New York: A.M. Kelly, 1968. 
Call #: HG4135 .E9 1968 
 
Hopkins, R. Thurston. Famous Bank Forgeries, Robberies and Swindles. London: S. Paul, [1936]. Call #: H 771 .41 
 
Johnston, J.P. Grafters I Have Met: The Author’s Personal Experiences with Sharpers, Gamblers, Agents, Etc., and Their 
Many Schemes Devised to Fleece the Unsuspecting. Chicago: Thompson & Thomas, 1906. Call #: 4A 5231 
 
Klein, Alexander, ed. Grand Deception: The World’s Most Spectacular and Successful Hoaxes, Impostures, Ruses, and 
Frauds. London: Faber and Faber, 1956. Call #: E 35 .466 
 
Theoharis, Athan G. From the Secret Files of J. Edgar Hoover. Chicago: I.R. Dee, 1993. Call #: E743.5 T48 1993 
 
Wooldridge, Clifton R. The Grafters of America, Who They Are and How They Work. Chicago: Monarch Book, 
[1906]. Call #: 4A 2345 
 
Wooldridge, Clifton R. Twenty Years a Detective in the Wickedest City in the World. 20,000 Arrests made, 12,900 
Convictions on State and City Laws, 200 Penitentiary Convictions. The Devil and the Grafter and How They Work Together 
to Deceive, Swindle and Destroy Mankind… [Chicago?], [1908]. Call #: I 20896 .988 
 
 

Search Strategies 
 

Looking for more? Related materials can be found using the following subject search suggestions:

Subject headings 
Fraud 
Imposters and Imposture 
Swindlers and swindling 
United States. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 
Keywords 

Fraud 
FBI 
Grifter(s) 
Grafter(s) 
Imposters 
Undercover 

 
This quick guide was created for the Newberry’s Meet the Author Public Program on March 20, 2018, with 
David Howard for his book, Chasing Phil: The Adventures of Two Undercover Agents with the World’s 
Most Charming Con Man. 
 

Your generosity is vital in keeping the library's programs, exhibitions, and reading rooms free and 
accessible to everyone. To make a donation, call 312 255-3599 or visit https://go.newberry.org/donate. 

https://go.newberry.org/donate

