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Five hundred years after Martin Luther, an Augustinian
friar, posted ninety-five theses for debate over penance
as a means of getting and being right with God, his
legacy seems as momentous and controversial as ever.
While his efforts to reform the church of his time were
by no means singular—reforms were breaking out in
most of Europe and were breaking up the Western
church—he remains the paradigmatic reformer. Theologians, philosophers, and church-leaders discuss
his “Protestant” reform as a “churchly” event. But it had and has enormous consequences in political,
cultural, economic, personal, and social life.

Martin E. Marty is Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of the History of
Modern Christianity at the University of Chicago Divinity School, and the author of more than fifty
books on religion in the United States.

Religious Change, 1450-1700 is a year-long, multidisciplinary project exploring how religion and print
challenged authority, upended society, and made the medieval world modern.

Please register online for this free program at:

www.newberry.org/religious-change
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