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QUICK GUIDE 

How to Use Our Collection 
 

At the Newberry, an independent research library, readers do not check books out to take 

home, but consult rare books, manuscripts, and other materials here. We welcome into our 

reading rooms researchers who are at least 14 years old or in the ninth grade. Visit 

https://requests.newberry.org to create a free reader account and start exploring our 

collection. When you arrive at the Newberry for research, a free reader card will be issued to 

you in our first-floor Welcome Center. Find further information about our collection and public 

programs at www.newberry.org. Questions? Contact the reference desk at (312) 255-3506 or 

reference@newberry.org. 
 

Postcard Collections 
Finding Aid: https://bit.ly/2AZiZ9R  

 

Curt Teich Postcard Archives. The Collection is widely regarded as the largest public collection of 
postcards and related materials in the United States. When received at the Newberry Library it was 
estimated at 2.5 million total items and over 500,000 unique postcard images. The core of the 
collection is the Records of the Curt Teich Company, which includes over 360,000 images produced by 
the company from 1898 and 1978, over 110,000 production files documenting the creation of the 
company’s postcards, and additional company records. 
https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Teich.xml  
 

Detroit Publishing Co.: Detroit Publishing Co. Postcard Collection, approximately 1890s-1930s. 
Detroit Publishing Company was a prolific publisher of postcards and photographic prints from the late 
1890s to the early 1920s. A gift from John I. Monroe, this collection of approximately 16,000 postcards 
is a rich resource for views of North American cities and towns, landscapes, and national parks. The 
collection also includes views of many foreign countries. 
https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Teich.xml  
 

Lauder, Leonard A.: Leonard A. Lauder Collection of Raphael Tuck & Sons Postcards, approximately 
1903-1959. This collection, a gift of Leonard A. Lauder, consists of more than 35,500 Raphael Tuck & 
Sons postcards, mainly the Oilette series. The Tuck Company began operating in England in 1866, and 
started printing picture postcards in 1894. Oilette postcards, introduced in 1903, were the work of 
many different artists employed by the company and encompassed a great variety of subject matter, 
including country and farm scenes, landscapes, and churches. Tuck described Oilettes as “veritable 
miniature oil paintings.” Postcards are undated; however, the Tuck Company went out of business in 
1959, so the dates for the collection are approximate. 
https://mms.newberry.org/detail.asp?recordid=1560  
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https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Teich.xml
https://mms.newberry.org/detail.asp?recordid=1560


The Newberry Library - 60 West Walton Street - Chicago IL 60610 - 312-255-3506 - reference@newberry.org 

Books 

 

Bray, Maurice I. Railway Picture Postcards. 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire: Moorland Publishing Co 
Ltd, 1986. Call # NC1878.R34 B73 1986 
 

Friedman, Daniel. The Birth and Development of 
American Postcards: A History, Catalog, and Price 
Guide to U.S. Pioneer Postcards. West Nyack NY: 
Classic Postcards Press, 2003. Call # Ref 
NC1878.7 .U6 F75 2003 
 

Meikle, Jeffrey L. Postcard America: Curt Teich 
and the Imaging of a Nation, 1931-1950. Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 2015. Call # Ref 
NC1875 .U6 T456 2015b 
 

O’Brian, John. Atomic Postcards: Radioactive 
Messages from the Cold War. Bristol, UK;  
Chicago: Intellect, 2011. Call # NC1878.N83 O27 
2011 

Phillips, Tom. The postcard Century: 2000 Cards 
and their Messages. New York: Thames & 
Hudson, 2000. Call # folio NC1872 .P435 2000  
 

Samors, Neal S. Changing Chicago: A Portrait In 
Postcards and Photos. Chicago: Chicago’s Books 
Press, 2017. Call # Chicago Browsing F548.37 .S4 
2017 
 

Tenney, Fred. Large Letter Postcards: the 
definitive guide, 1930s to 1950s. Atglen PA: 
Schiffer, 2009. Call # Ref NC1878 .T73 T46 2009 
 

Vanmalderen, Luc. American Architecture: A 
Vintage Postcard Collection. Mulgrave: Images, 
2000. Call # Ref NC1878 .A73 V36 2000 
 

Periodicals 

 

American Postcard Journal. West Haven, Conn. 
Roy and Marilyn Nuhn, 1975-1983. Call # folio 
NC1870 .A53 
 

Picture Postcard News. Syracuse, N.Y.: American 
Postcard Journal, 1980-1982. Call # folio NC1870 
.P53.  
 

Postcard Journal: A Newsletter from the Curt 
Teich Postcard Collection of the Lake County 
Museum. Wauconda, Ill.: The Museum, 1984-
1989. Call # folio NC1870 .I43 
 

Image file: A News Journal from the Curt Teich 
Postcard Collection of the Lake County Museum. 
Lake County, Ill.: The Museum, 1989-2017. Call # 
folio NC1870 .I43

 

Curt Teich Postcard Archives Digital Collection 

 

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/nby_teich 
 

Find more related materials using the following subject search suggestions: 
Postcards 
Postcards as art material 
Postcards--Catalogs  

Postcards--Collectors and collecting 
Postcards--History 
Postcards--United States 

 
This Quick Guide was created for the program Wish You Were Here: Postcards and Visual Culture with 
Katherine Hamilton-Smith, Mike Jackson, and Lisa Stone, held at the Newberry on September 11, 2018. 
 

Your generosity is vital in keeping the library’s programs, exhibitions, and reading rooms  
free and accessible to everyone. To make a donation, call 312-255-3599 or visit 

https://go.newberry.org/donate. 

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/nby_teich

