
How to Use Our Collection 
  

At the Newberry, an independent research library, readers do not check books out to take home, but consult 

rare books, manuscripts, and other materials here. We welcome into our reading rooms researchers who are 

at least 14 years old or in the ninth grade. Visit https://requests.newberry.org to create a free reader 

account and start exploring our collection. When you arrive at the Newberry for research, a free reader card 

will be issued to you in our third-floor reference center. Find further information about our collection and 

public programs at www.newberry.org. Questions? Contact the reference desk at (312) 255-3506 or 

reference@newberry.org. 
 

Manuscripts 
 

Temperance Pledge Collection, 1839-1970: Collection of 
temperance pledge certificates representing many major 
temperance organizations (both American and trans-
Atlantic), some families, and a variety of states and 
localities. Midwest.MS.Temperance 
(https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Temperance
.xml) 
 

Allen Family Papers, 1862-1964: Courtship letters of 
lawyer and Wisconsin statesman Gideon W. Allen and 
his future wife Annie Cox during the years of 1863-1865 
in which they discuss current their political and religious 
beliefs. Midwest.MS.Allen 
(https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Allen.xml) 
 

Gertrude Lueneburg Carrier Prayer Card Collection, 
1919 to approximately 1980: Collection of 289 religious 
items, consisting primarily of holy cards, as well as 
memorial cards, calendars of feast days, prayer booklets, 
and thank you cards from Europe, Japan, and the United 
States, produced between 1919 and approximately 1980. 
Case Wing Folio BX465.2 C37 1919 

(https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/CarrierPraye
rCards.xml) 
 

Cole Family Papers, 1842-1945: John A. Cole met his 
wife, Julia A. Cole (née Alvord) through his work with 
the Lincoln Industrial Mission and Howard University, 
who worked with and educated freedmen, women, and 
children too. Includes letters and family documents from 
this New England and Chicago Protestant missionary 
family. Midwest.MS.Cole 
(https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Cole.xml) 
 
Philip P. Bregstone Papers, 1889-1951: Papers of 
Chicago lawyer, judge, writer, and public official Philip 
P. Bregstone, who was active in Chicago Jewish affairs 
and in promoting Zionist causes in the Midwest. The 
bulk of the papers consist of correspondence, writings, 
reviews, and memorabilia by and about Bregstone and 
the wartime activities of his wife, Anne Rosenberg 
Bregstone. Midwest.MS.Bregstone 
(https://mms.newberry.org/xml/xml_files/Bregstone.x
ml)

 

Books 
 

Best, Wallace D. Passionately human, no less divine: religion 
and culture in Black Chicago, 1915-1952. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2005. Call #: BR563 .N4 
B47 2005 

Boylan, Anne M. The Origins of Women’s Activism: New 
York and Boston, 1797-1840. Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2002. Call #: HQ1904 .B69 2002 
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Ergas, G. Aimée. Michigan women who made a difference: 
builders of the Detroit Jewish community. West Bloomfield, 
MI: Jewish Historical Society of Michigan, [2014]. Call 
#: HQ1172 .E74 2014 
 

Hill, Patricia Ruth. The World Their Household: The 
American Women’s Foreign Mission Movement and Cultural 
Transformation, 1870-1920. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1985. BV2610 .H55 1985 
 

Mary Fidelis, Sister. Mother Catherine McAuley and the 
beginnings of the works of the Sisters of Mercy in Chicago. Des 
Plaines, IL: St. Mary’s Training School Printing Dept., 
1919. Call #: D 7156 .57 
 

Miller, Harriet Parks. Pioneer Colored Christians. TN: W.P. 
Titus Printer and Binder, 1911. Call #: Microfiche 5428 
no.172 
 

Miyakawa, T. Scott. Protestants and Pioneers: Individualism 
and Conformity on the American Frontier. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1964. Call #: F 8389 .585 
 

Murphy, Lucy Eldersveld and Wendy Hamand Venet, 
eds. Midwestern Women: Work, Community, and Leadership 
at the Crossroads. Bloominton: Indiana University Press, 
1997. Call #: HQ1438 .M53 M53 1997 
 

O’Brien, Gabriel. Reminiscences of seventy years (1846-1916) 
Sisters of Mercy, Saint Xavier’s, Chicago. Chicago: F.J. 
Ringley, 1916. Call #: D 7156 .81 
 
 

 
Parker, Alison M. Purifying America: Women, Cultural 
Reform, and Pro-Censorship Activism, 1873-1933. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1997. Call #: HQ1419 .P27 
1997 
 

Pope-Levison, Priscilla. Building the Old Time Religion: 
Women Evangelists in the Progressive Era. New York: New 
York University Press, 2014. Call #: BV3773 .P67 2014 
 

Schloff, Linda Mack. And Prairie Dogs Weren’t Kosher: 
Jewish Women in the Upper Midwest Since 1855. St. Paul, 
MN: Historical Society Press, 1996. Call #: Ayer 
F358.2 .J5 S35 1996 
 

Solomon, Hannah G. Fabric of my life: the autobiography of 
Hannah G. Solomon. New York: Bloch, 1946. CT275 
.S59 A3 
 

Stein, Mrs. Oswald. Leading Women in Social Service. 
Chicago, 1915. Call #: K 78 .85 
 

Willard, Frances E. and Mary A. Livermore, eds. A 
Woman of the Century: Fourteen Hundred-Seventy Biographical 
Sketches Accompanied by Portraits of Leading American 
Women in All Walks of Life. Buffalo: Moulton, 1893. Call 
#: E 3983 .97 
 

Wittenmyer, Mrs. Annie. History of the Woman’s temperance 
crusade. A complete official history of the wonderful uprising of 
the Christian women of the United States against the liquor 
traffic which culminated in the gospel temperance movement. 
Philadelphia: Office of the Christian Women, 1878. 
Call #: 4A 5236

 

For additional related titles search the online catalog (https://webvoyage.carli.illinois.edu/nby) for the 
following subject headings and/or keywords. These are suggestions to get you started, feel free to substitute 
similar names, terms, and phrases when searching by keyword (subject headings must be exact). 
 

Women social reformers --United States --Biography. 
Sisters of Mercy 
Women- United States- Biography 
African Americans- Religion 
Chicago (Ill.)- Church History 
Jewish women- Middle West- Social Life and Customs 

 

This Quick Guide was created for the symposium “Women, Religion, and Social Change in Chicago and the 
Midwest,” held at the Newberry on April 21, 2018. 
 

Your generosity is vital in keeping the library’s programs, exhibitions, and reading rooms free and accessible  
to everyone. To make a donation, call 312 255-3599 or visit https://go.newberry.org/donate. 


